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Quotes from the faculty profile given in the previous two pages: 

 Knowledge is power.  Education is the key to knowledge.  These are catch phrases used so 
often that they are familiar to almost everyone, the following is one I just made up.  The road to a 



good education is navigated by a good instructor.  Without that navigator, many of us get lost along 
the way and miss out on the rich rewards brought by the search for and acquisition of knowledge.  So 
what makes one educator or instructor better than another?  This is perhaps a question that cannot 
be answered in ten words or less.  Drive, perseverance, wealth of knowledge and love of teaching are 
all good answers.  Perhaps though, the most important trait for a good educator to possess is the 
ability to inspire students to achieve far more than they ever believed possible. 
 
 Last year, I had the good fortune to join twenty-eight others to pursue a diploma in Computer 
Systems Management.  Those of us lucky enough to have been under the tutelage of Stephen Ibaraki 
were soon to discover an instructor who believes in the potential of all people, not simply those most 
likely to succeed.  Steve has the innate ability to make a student desire to excel.  As a former student, 
I witnessed members of my class express disgust at having received such a poor mark as 98% 
because they felt they had let him down. 
 
 His teaching style is dynamic and animated.  There are few who have been taught by him that 
do not recognize the full meaning of the words "BAD" and "POWER".  No one who has been 
privileged enough to have witnessed the "full-contact" demonstrations of the operations of CPU and 
computer BUS would not recognize the image of a man armed with multi-coloured whiteboard 
markers racing from one end of the front board to the other then back again to show the iterative 
nature of many computer processes. 
 
 From the start, it was clear to us that Steve's main objective was for us to learn and 
understand the information being imparted to us, not merely to ingest and regurgitate elements and 
passages from a text book.  His repetition of the output from a continuous program loop with one 
hundred or more iterations and output values proved that he would continue until everyone had a firm 
grasp on the concept.  He was always available to tutor those in need of a more in-depth version of 
the program and heartily encouraged others who grasped the concepts and ran with them. 
 
 Steve is interested in the lives of those he teaches, understanding that your ability to learn and 
cope with new learning situations affects and is affected by all that goes on in your life outside of the 
school.  He is available and accessible to everyone.  One student was desperately afraid that they 
would fail a particular exam, and therefore the course.  Knowing this, Steve telephoned that student 
at home the moment that their exam and final marks had been tallied so that they would not have to 
spend the weekend dreading and worrying about the possibility of failure come Monday morning. 
 
 Steve's ability to inspire has much to do with his humility and his humanity.  He sees all people 
for who they are - people.  He sees himself as no better, no worse and no different than all who 
encounter him.  He places his students on an even footing with himself by explaining that he knows 
only "this much" while holding his fingers an inch apart.  He explains that when he began learning 
about computers, that he only knew "this much", now holding those same fingers almost together.  
For Steve, failure is not a penalty, but an opportunity to further understand the operation of a 
program, relationship or business and get it right the second time through.  His immense selflessness 
leads those about him to wonder why they are complaining. 
 
 He has touched the lives of, I would suspect, virtually all who have come in contact with him.  
Out of school and working, I came across computer training manuals many years old from courses 
taken by my new-found co-workers.  Inspecting the contents of these manuals, I discovered that they 
had been written by Steve.  How any one person has enough hours in their day to accomplish even 
half of all that he does is beyond comprehension.  I come across problems and situations each day at 
work that remind me of a little witticism or helpful hint that I remembered from one of his classes. 
 



 What makes a great educator?  Certainly a lot more than what I have written here, and 
certainly as many traits as there are different opinions and points of view.  In the picture above my 
desk there are twenty-nine people who could rarely all agree on the condition of the weather.  I would 
feel safe in using the royal "We" and say "We" agree that Steve touched all of our lives and made 
them richer.  In case they might balk at my speaking with their voices, take it from the experience of 
one life touched by the magic of Stephen Ibaraki, this man is a great educator. 
 
 

-  Craig Todd 
-  February 1994 

 


