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EnergizelIT for Meil Squire: Empowering people with Disabilities

Ireally enjoyed my time at EnergizelT since it is about working with the community and giving tirne and
resources to things that matter,

A= a highlight of my day, I had the special honour and pleasure of introducing Crr, Gary Birch, executive
director af the Meil Squire Society (MS5] and a noted rezearcher in the field, Gary provided an inspiring talk
inthe morning about NS5 followed by a wideo inthe afternoon. Sary noted that Microsoft technologies are
integral to some of the technologies they provide, This is what it is all about--suppaorting community needs
tool

Due to the generosity and support from the "geeks" atthe Yancouver event, a good sum was raised for Meil
Squire from the zale of Microsoft supplied Geek T-shirts, Mareowver, Meil Squire made many new friends whao
dropped by their booth o zee their technology and research in action and want to do more, I wantto thank
Meil Squire for sharing their compelling story, to the attendees who provided their support and to Microsoft
in hosting thiz worthwhile charity at EnergizelIT,

I have another privilege today, This time providing an introduction to a blog post from Greg Pyc, MSS's
Mational Operations Manager, Greg has many great stories and deep insights 50 I have invited him to blog
here,..Watch for them!

I alzo invite the audience to share their thoughts, talents, and ideas with Greg..or send me an 2-mail at

sibaraki@cips.ca

Enjoy!
Stephen Ibaraki

By Grag Pyc
Mational Cperations Manager
Meil Squire Society

Iz technology keeping pace with the needs of people with disabilities?

Thiz is a peculiar question as technology has been viewed, generally, as an empowering tool for those with
dizabilities, We need only to loak around us to see the praliferation of technological marvels and how they
have enhanced the lifestyles and dignity of individuals,

A quick scan of products available for people with dizabilities is testament to the ingenuity of their
developers and the real need that exists today, Some noticeable enamples are the hundreds of
configurations that have been developed and marketed for keyboards and mice - each unique keyboard ar
mouse caters to a very different type of ergonomic need and new products are flooding the market avery
day,

Any internet search engine will listthe thousands of sites dedicated to technology far people with
disabilities,

Butin terms of accessibility, there ara subtle shades of grey hare, Let's rewind to 1924 as my first
introduction, I was working on my honours thesis at McMaster University and was desperate to type it, and
I couldn't type, The thought of edits, more edits, white aut and even more edits all on a typewriter unnerved
me to no end, Enter Atari,

At that very momentin time Atari had the 1 30R2E with disk drive, the availability of a dot matrix printer and
no monitar Call for $3,500.00 and it even connected to your T, &nd they had a cartridge that plugged inta
the back with 2 magical "word processor” that allowed rme unlimited edits and I could print my thesis with
no fear of white out and the dreaded cut and pasting problems associated with a major paper,

That was very intriguing and served me very well but I soon discovered gaming, Big time, Two dimensional
games that were impossibly difficult to avoid and for the day, they rivaled any arcade, I hade line-ups to get
into my apartrent,

My then neighbour had a disability, He was a quadriplegic and had very limited movernent of his arms, with
little finger dexterity, Games were played then on a wvery simple joystick with one red button, Jim wanted to
play the games butthe joy stick was too difficult to rmanipulate,

The solution to Jim's dilermma was not a technological revolution but it did work, We rnade 2 base, bound it
with duct tape and made a simple lever so he could press the little red button that was the nerve centre of
that particular joystick, Jim could play any game and became quite proficient at a road race game, loasely
based on F1 racing. He alzo played other games quite well and while he excelled, he was never quite up to
the rest of the gang, who, in all honesty, practiced a disproportionate amount of time in my small living
raarm,

Thiz small example highlights ane of the armarging problems when technology, in this case the Atari and
their game cartridges and the advent of the joystick, accelerates at a very rapid pace, It becomes
affardable (and fun] for the general public and prices drop, but people with dizabilities find they are unable
to use itto their full capacity,

We have come a long way with very long way but there are bumps on the road, not high hurdles, and these
bumps need to be addressed, And the one area that needs immediate attention is personal digital
assistants,

COwer the nedt several articles we will explore technology and itz use by peaple with dizabilities to highlight
not only the ernpowering aspects it prowvides, but the probleratic anes as well,


http://blogs.technet.com/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=/cdnitmanagers/archive/2006/06/28/439201.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/user/CreateUser.aspx?ReturnUrl=/cdnitmanagers/archive/2006/06/28/439201.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/languages/en-US/docs/faq.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/default.aspx
http://feeds.feedburner.com/CanadianITManagers
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/about.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/contact.aspx
javascript:__doPostBack('_ctl0$_$_ctl0$_$BlogSideBar1$_$Cal$_$PostCalendar','V2312')
javascript:__doPostBack('_ctl0$_$_ctl0$_$BlogSideBar1$_$Cal$_$PostCalendar','V2373')
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/2006/6/2.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/2006/6/5.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/2006/6/6.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/2006/6/7.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/2006/6/8.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/2006/6/9.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/2006/6/12.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/2006/6/13.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/2006/6/14.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/2006/6/15.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/2006/6/16.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/2006/6/19.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/2006/6/20.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/2006/6/21.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/2006/6/22.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/2006/6/27.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/2006/6/28.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/2006/6/29.aspx
javascript:__doPostBack('_ctl0$_$_ctl0$_$BlogSideBar1$_$Singleweblogsearch1$_$SearchButton','')
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/2006/07.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/2006/06.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/2006/05.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/2006/04.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/2006/03.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/2006/02.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/2006/01.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/2005/12.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/2005/11.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/2005/10.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/2005/09.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/2005/08.aspx
http://www.technorati.com/search/http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers?cc=zuaz7zr3wc
http://www.technorati.com/?cc=zuaz7zr3wc
http://www.cips.ca/
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/articles/Stephen_Ibaraki.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/canada/technet/community/meettn/default.aspx#
http://www.neilsquire.ca/
http://www.stephenibaraki.com/audio/NeilMedRez.wmv
mailto:sibaraki@cips.ca

Micrasoft Canada
Linked (] proiie

John Crlay

Crirector IT Pro Evangelizm
Microsoft Canada

Guest Bloggers

QUESTION?

Microsoft Techiet

MHavigation
Harne

Photos

Post Categores

Adam Cole (51

Career Tips [4]

CC Blogged Down [14)
David Canton (4]

DJ Dunkatley (5]

Ewents [(20)

Graham Jones [22)
Guest Bloggers [127)
Industry Perspectives [16]
Interviews [(34)

IT Manager Interviews [3)
Jacqueline Hutchinson [3)
Jing Chen [2)

Mitch Tulloch (4]

MS Mews (18]

Mewswire [2)

Partners (1]

Stephen Ibaraki [103)
Training [4]

“al Matison (4]

Greg Pyc is the Mational Operations Manager of the Meil Squire Society, He was disabled in a motor vehicle
accident over 30 vears ago and is a paraplegic, requiring the use of a wheelchair,
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# re: EnergizeIT for Neil Squire: Empowering people with Disabilites
Wednesday, June 22, 2006 &:20 PM by Ben Knightly

Great event, fine job! Just can't wait until nest year!

I particularly liked Greg's stary,

# re: EnergizeIT for Neil Squire: Empowering people with Disabiliies

Wednesday, June 22, 2006 11:24 PM by Stephen Ibaraki
FCIPS,L.5.P, sibaraki@cips.ca

Hi Ben,
I am glad vou enjoved this az much az I did. EnergizelT iz the best!

I spent some time with Greg a few weeks ago, He has some great stories including about their work with
MaSA, I hope he zhares them here,

Lisa, their Development Director posted a comment in the IT Pro Blog 50 I'm hoping she'll pravide an
update here too, She talked about her zon being "inspired" by the event, Lisa, do vou hearme ... can you
share maore?

Cheers,
Stephen Ibaraki

# re: EnergizeIT for Neil Squire: Empowering people with Disabilibies
Thursday, June 29, 2006 6:09 PM by KI

Liked the event, bigger venue would be nice nent year such as Canada Place, Good to see Meil Squire
sponsored by M3, Right thing to do,

# re: EnergizeIT for Neil 5quire: Empowering people with Disabilities
Friday, June 20, 2006 12:22 PM by Liza Thempson

Hi Stephen;

We are so appraciative for the opportunity to have been involued with EnergizelT this year. Every time
we are able to introduce more people to the incredible work of this organization, and watch them become
inspired, itis truly heartwarming, Every day I continue to be amazed at how the innovative use of
technolagy is literally changing people's lives,

Wes, Adam, my 13 year old son was fortunate to be able to sitin an the session. Whean I saw him intently
taking notes, I knew he was headed for trouble! .2 geek in training???

Wou'll be happy to hear that the geek t sales and donations raised $640. As an example, this amount of
money is the approximate cost of the assistive technology required to provide access to a computer for a

person with a phyzical disability, Thank vou all for vour generasity!

Liza

# re: EnergizeIT for Neil 5quire: Empowering people with Disabilites

Friday, June 20, 2006 2:11 PM by Stephen Ibaraki
FCIPS, ISP, sibaraki@cips.ca

& bigger venue would be nice .., great suggestion, I'm sure Micrasoft iz listening.

We are appreciative that Microsoft invited us to participate and give EnergizelT a 5/5 rating! Like
Microzoft, we are also strong supparters of Meil Squire ... I blogged about it earlier
httpiffblogs technet.comfcdnitmanagersfarchive/2006/06/09/4 34 306 . aspu

Best regards,
Stephen Ibaraki
CTPS Matinnal Yire-Prazident
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# re: EnergizeIT for Neil Squire: Empowering people with Disabilies

Friday, June 20, 2006 246 PM by Stephen Tharaki
FCIPS, ISP, sibaraki@cips.ca

Hi Liza,

John Boufford, our CIPS Mational President, made a commitment to support Meil Squire at INFORMATICS
2006 and I'm glad that EnergizelT was able to continue that support,

Ireally enjoyed my talk with Gary atthe EnergizelIT event. I'm looking forward to the podcast with Gary
that will appear here where he provides deep insights into wour organization, and the projects Meil Squire
iz working on, I'm hoping that we can continue to generate support for Heil Squire,

I can see that vour san is a budding computer guru and it's great that EnergizeIT inspired more passion in
hirm, 2k, Microsoft watch aut!

That's awesome, the monies raized; actually tops in the country when you look on a per-attendee basis,
In talking with Gary, IT professionals can make tremendous contributions to the Meil Squire Society by
getting involved, So thiz is a call te action for IT pras toa!

Cheers,
Stephen Ibaraki

# re: EnergizeIT for Neil Squire: Empowering people with Disabilies
Tuesday, July 04, 2006 2:09 PM by Anne

It's an interasting blog, They provide a very important and required service,

# re: EnergizeIT for Neil Squire: Empowering people with Disabiliies

Tuesday, July 04, 2006 &:27 PM by Linn Manne

Cur teamn went, First time for a Microsoft show, We will definitely go next year, The national IT society
added something that wasn't just about Microsoft but about prof development, Mice touch Microsoft since
warking in computing is more than technology! Camputing resources added/donated to public charity
groups [Squire)l--kudos again!

YWou had a booth for Squire, how about a booth for prof developrment too? We talked about thiz afterwards,

Overall, goodjob and keep it up, We hope vou run this again but with more notice,

# EnergizeIT Load-Fest Tips: Microsoft Virtual Server under Windows Vista
Wednesday, July 05, 2006 10011 &M by Canadian IT Manager

& little old hiztory,..Don't you love those mysterious inwvitations one receives? I got one in 1999 from..

# re: EnergizeIT for Neil Squire: Empowering people with Disabiliies

Wednesday, July 05, 2006 1:09 PM by Stephen Tharaki
FCIPS, ISP, sibaraki@cips.ca

anne, they alzo contribute advisary services, For example, when atechnology firm is working on new
hardware or software, it's best to engage MSS early on rather than do a retrofit afterwards to address
people with dizabilities,

Cheers,
Stephen Ibaraki

# re: EnergizeIT for Neil Squire: Empowering people with Disabiliies
Wednesday, July 05, 2006 1:12 PM by jointer

Linn,

As someone who had the privilege and pleasure of helping to run the VYancouver EnergizelT event, all
suggestions for improvements are very welcome, I feel confident that everyone involved within Microsoft
and within the IT community (like myself)lis looking forward to making next year bigger and better, The
public reception aver the involverent of the Meil Squire Society has been particularly satisfying and
kudos to Stephen Ibaraki for taking the initiative,

An area for educational institutions, vendors, etc, would be a great addition, It would be rewarding to see
the event evolve into an apportunty for all interested parties to engage each other productively in a
relaxed and fun envirenment,

Infact VAMTUG (wwwowantug.com) would like to become more involved with the educational community
on an ongeing basis, We feel that there is mutual benefit to be derived and I would like to encourage vou
cantact me to explore such possibilities,

Cheers
Graham Jones
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# re: Energize IT for Neil Squire: Empowering people with Disabiliies

Wednesday, July 05, 2006 1:14 PM by Stephen Tharaki
FCIPS,I.S.P., sibaraki@cips.ca

Linn, I have worked with a lot of campanies glabally, I can say that M5 is very responsive to your input,

The national group you refer to is CIPS or Canadian Information Processing Society, You can click an my
name to find out rore or go to www.cips.ca, I also welcome questions about the industry, career
development, professzional developrient, our society and more, Just zend me an e-rail at any time ar give
me 3 call at 604,212,571 7..,

Cheers,
Stephen Ibaraki

# re: Energize IT for Neil Squire: Empowering people with Disabiliies

Wednesday, July 05, 2006 2:42 PM by Stephen Tharaki
FCIPS,I.S.P., sibaraki@cips.ca

Graham,

Thank you for the fine coordination you prowided and acting as emcee for this "unconference," This new
format is the wave for the future of this industry and you were a key factorin it Graham, I also enjoyed the
collaboration with the other user group leaders who made many contributions to the event,

Cheers,
Stephen Ibaraki

What do you think?

Title frequirad)

|re: EnergizelT for Neil Squire; Empawering penplev{

Marme required

“our URL

Carmments (raguired)

[T Remember Me?

Submit |


http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/2006/06/28/439201.aspx#440264
http://blogs.technet.com/utility/Redirect.aspx?U=http%3a%2f%2fwww.cips.ca
http://blogs.technet.com/utility/Redirect.aspx?U=http%3a%2f%2fwww.cips.ca
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/2006/06/28/439201.aspx#440279
http://blogs.technet.com/utility/Redirect.aspx?U=http%3a%2f%2fwww.cips.ca
http://blogs.technet.com/utility/Redirect.aspx?U=http%3a%2f%2fwww.cips.ca

