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Empowering People with Disabilities--Dr. Gary Birch: Executive Director and
International Authority fResearcher on Assistive Technologies, Meil Squire
Society

This is the nest interview inthe continuing series of
Camputing Canada’s [(CC) Blogged Down (B which is
featured here "first” in the Canadian IT Managers [CIM)
forum.

In this podcast, we talk with Dr. Gary Birch, an
intermationally respected leader and expert on assistive
technolegies. Gary provides insights that must be heard!

Gary Birch was appointed Director of Research and
Developrment at the Meil Squire Society in 1922 and then in
1994 was appointed Executive Director, He is responsible
forthe on-going operations at the Meil Squire Society
including the supervision of a Research and Developrent
team; the preparation and supervision of contract proposals
and budgets far government sponzared zervice delivery
projects: and the overall future direction and dewvelopment of
the Meil Squire Society,

Gary earned his B.A, Sc.in Electrical Engineering in 1983,
and in 1938 received a Doctorate in Electrical Engineering
[Biomedical Signal Processing), both from the University of
Britizh Calumbia, Hizs specific areas of exnpertize are
asszistive technologies, EEG signal processing, direct brain-
camputer interface, digital signal processing, human-
machine interface systems, biological systems, robatic
control systams, environmental control systers and service delivery programs for persons with
disabilities,

Dr. Birch's current professional affiliations and contributions include: Adjunct Professor at UBC,
Departrnent of Electrical and Computer Engineering: Adjunct Professor, SFU, Gerontology Research
Pragrarm; Chair of the Minister's Mational advisory Committee for Industry Canada on Assistive Devices;
Member of the Dizability Advisory Committee forthe Canadian Revenue Agency; Member of the Faderal
Technical &dvisory Committee on Disability Tan Measures; Member of the Executive Technical Committes
on Assistive Technologies for Persons with Disabilities for the Canadian Standards Association; Chair of
the Research Advizory and Review Committee for G.F, Strong Rehabilitation Centre; Membear of the
Technical Reference Group for the Federal Spportunities Fund; and Merber of the Reference Group for the
Federal Office on Disabilities Issues,

Discussion:
To listen to the interview, click on this MP3 file link

Interview Time Index (MM:55) and Topic
Oo0:28: Cpening Comment
00:36: Can you describe your history and comment on your rale at Meil Squire?
04:18: What are wour current vizsion, mission and values far Meil Squire today?
04:38: What do you hope to accamplish this year?

05:58: In May, CIPS president, John Boufford, made a commitment at the Informatics
Conference to support Meil Squire, How can IT professionals get more invalved?

0712 Can you detail the coalition your Society iz arganizing for successful tachnalogy for
the 2010 Olyripics? What role is your Society playing with the 2010 Olyrpics being held
inWancouwer?

09:12: How are you working with wireless technology suppliers?

11:08: Because of your Society's enpertize in this area, does that mean your organization
can prowide consulting services for a number of companies?

11:40: Do vou have other partners outside the wirelezs phasze?
12:22: You mention Microsoft, how are vou working with Microsoft and their technology?

15:02; Whattypes of other assiztive technolagy have Meil Squire develaped? Can wou give
some other axamples?
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20149 ¥ou mention funding as an issue in your rabotics research and that the funding just
dried up, How can companies, corporations and other groups getinwolved with vou and your
Society to get sorme sort of partnership geing and to enable some of these projects to go
farward?

22022 Initially from what I understand, a lot of the tachnology you daveloped you gave
away, but you have changed that model now to support your organization, Can you describe

Barnaby Jeans B .
v thatin more detail?

IT Pro Adwizar
Micrasoft Canada
. 25:35: What I found interesting is some of the wark vou are daing on the brain computer
fil
Llnkedmpm . interface, Can vou give us a brief outline of that project?

20:i04: You are in a unique position to see some of the issues that affect the disabled in
regards to accessibility, What are some of the big concerns that are facing your society, in
terms of technology that are not being addressed?

32:30: You indicated emerging technologies, Can you be more specific and give some
enamples?

36:15: Do wou see other areas like the wireless areas where there are wireless standards
you wantto change or impact?

27158 What you are suggesting is that your group should be engaged early onin any kind
of develaprnent accurring in terms of the marketplace? Your qroup has the expertize,

D|rect-:|r.C|:-mmunlt',' enperience, and research knowledge to help fram the ground up rather than later on in the
Evangelizm process.

Micrasoft Canada

John Culey

38:55: Are there otherissues that vou want to talk about at this time?

41:17: You are really calling for action among companies and organizations to look deeper
and further at a tremendous resource that you feel is not being utilized right now?

41:54: What has been vour experience in regards to government support for pour
organization and athers like yours? Is it a good environment right now? What are they are
daing right and how can it be improved?

Guest Bloggers
44:38: How does Canada compare to other countries (ie, UK, Europe, U5 etc,)?

46,37 There must be same projects that you want to move on butjust aren't able to do =0
atthis time because of funding and so forth, Can vou name two or three of these projects on
which you would like to move forward?

481500 Gary, I consider this part fairly free form, Are there any topics that you want to
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50032 Closing comment
Mavigation
Hame I encaurage you to share your thoughts here on thiz interview or send me an e-mail at zibaraki@cips.ca,
Photas
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Gary makes one think, I liked the interview, I wonder if MS can da mare?
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