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Next Week - Global MVP Summit

I laak gt the wordd around me and | see this constant connection and working together as communities. Time's Parson of the
Year was "us” or online communities and this was not a coincidence. This is especially troe of Gen ¥ and Gen Y who represent

a youth bulge worddwide. On the |T Edecutive Aignment Tour, Bamaby Jeans talks about the different generations, their
attributes, and the increasing need to focus on the "user experence” to drive high walue and differentigtion: “eterans (company
loyatty, Baby Boomers (financial focus); Gen X (ndependence); Gen Y (personalization}—again it's the Gen X and Gen Y who
are leading this mowvement. In my interview with S2an 0'Ordscoll, Senior DirectordGhd for C55 Community and for the P

program wordwide, he also paints to communities and how important it is to engage. In fact, if wou hawen't read the interizw,
it's worth taking a look since he gives wou good strategies on warking with communities. This is especially true of 1T workers
and leaders. For example, recent research indicates the most waluable source for information iz now from the community . Yoo
will hear this in an upzoming Securty Podeast for IT hnagers.

This then brings us to the largest resource and source of community-based independent experts on 90 different technologiss,
hicrosoft bost Waluable Professionals or WPz, Hawve a look at the prior link and you will find how diverse this group is and the
wide spectrum of expertise they prowide. There are 3500 of them wordwide and they represent the best. An 1T authorty or
expert becomes an MW through a secret wetting process howewer it's based upon outstanding contributions to communities.
A= an example, | did an interview |ast year with Boger Sessions that appeared here and he's an WMWP. Roger iz considerad one
of word's foremost authorties in software architectures. Last week | talked about the interview with WP, Athor Entlich, who
proviides waluable inzights into imaging and printing. And there's the continuing outstanding blogs from regular contributor to the
IT hanagers Connection forum, WanTUG President Graham Jones, hfwP.

This brings us to the most significant event in some time, the Global WP Summit. Canada has one of the largest contingent=
of WPz participating in this invitation-only gatherng. From harch 12 to 15, the city of Seattle will be host to the wordd's
"unique coming together” of these independent experts to share, collaborate, deep-dive into technical sessions. There is no

other event like it!

Cheers,
Stephen Ibaraki
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