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Technology Trends, Multi-Gigabit Metworks, and iWARP

This is the continuing series of special interviews appearing first here in the Canadian IT Managers [CIM)
farurmn from top-ranking buziness and technology leaders,

In this two part blag series, we continue our discussion with Rick Maule, CECD,
President, and Chairman of the Board of MetEffect,

Inthiz blag, I putthese final questions ta Rick:

Stephen: Which technologies will have the greatest future impact and why?
Rick: For the data center:

Clustering of commuodity servers —more computing power for less cost;
Blades —more computing powerin a lotless space;

Virtualization — making the most of the rezources you buy;

iWARP Ethernet — a single networking fabric to make the most of clustering,
blades, and wirtualization - meeting the needs of networking, storage, and

clustering,

The combination of theze technologies will simplify aur efforts, increase aur flesibility to address change,
and reduce our costs,

Stephen: Describe the evolution, challenges, and pramise of multi-gigabit technalogy?

Rick: The information in your data center iz a critical resource of vour carparation, The growth in dermand
for this information is not slowing down — currently itis more than doubling year on pear - so the
infraztructure has to handle more,

Thiz leads to the need for raulti-gigabit tachnology and beyond, To complicate matters, aach application
type has its own additional unique demands - high bandwidth for networking, high throughput for storage,
and low latency for cluztering, Thiz disparity in demands has led to a fragmentation of data center
camrunications — unique networking fabrics for each problem. But this path leads to increazed complesity
and cost, The promize of the new iWARP extensions to Ethernetis a simpler world - one networking fabric
that can do it all - without dizrupting existing infraztructure and vet continuing the traditional cost benefits
of Ethernat,

Stephen: What are the prosfcons of the major competing technologies?

Rick: For each networking challenge, our innowative industry has produced a solution - such as, Fibre
Channel for starage and InfiniBand for clustering, But salving the problems one at a time has one main
drawback - scale, Solving each problem one at a time quarantees no significant economy of scale becausze
they are not interaperable with each other. So each solution is constrained to the volume needad to solue
each specific problerm..except for Ethernet, &=z Ethernet has done in the past, itis doing again — itis
ernbracing change to meet the new challenges while remaining fully compatible with past generations of
Ethernet. The iWARP extensions to Ethernet not only solve each of the problems but also leverage
Ethernet's unique economy of scale,

Stephen: Where do you want to take iIWARP? Where do you see it heading in five years?

Rick: The iWARP extensions to Ethernet are the nawt step in the evalution of Ethernet, Mear term, thay will
be used to address areas of the greatest pain in data communications - latency and overhead on servers
forthe mast demanding applications of networking, storage, and clustering, And many of thezes
applications will reap the benefit transparently - the applications will just run faster with lower use of the
CPU, &nd Ethernet iz still Ethernet, The economies of scale will lead to this fully compatible set of
extensions finding their usefulneszz in 2 wider and wider range of applications, Which will in turn drive
increased wolurmes and lower costs, And once again the question for Ethernet will move from “why” ta “why
not.” &t the right price point, iWARP extended Ethernet will be the only Ethernet ... and the cycle will beqgin
again, Infive vears, we wont be azking about iWARP — that will be taken far granted; we will be challenging
ourselves for what's nant,

Stephen: What iz the value proposition offered by iWARP?

Rick: A =single solution that meets the needs of the data center- tachnical, ecosystem, and econamic,
Simply put, we need speed without pain, iIWARP increazes the performance of Ethernet to multi-gigabit
speeds while actually and draratically reducing the rezulting load on the server, In doing 5o, it also gives
Ethernet the necessary characteristics for proper support of storage and clustaring.

Unlike competitive networking fabrics, it not only solves the technical problem, but also addreszes the
acosystermn and economics issues, iIWARP was designed to extend Ethernet without intraducing disruption
into the ecosystern of the data center, It iz fully campatible with anything you already have, And an IT
manager can address his performance and bottleneck problems incrementally — solve the pain where it
hurts the most spending as little as needad,

Stephen: Rick, we will continue to follow your future contributions to the business and technology
cammunity, Thank you for taking the time to do this interview,

Rick: Thank vou for the opportunity,
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I encourage vou inthe CIM audience to share vour thoughts here on these interviews or send me an e-mail

at sibaraki@cips.ca.

Thank you,

Barnaby Jeans Stephen Ibaraki, FCIPS, I.5.P.

IT Pro Advisar

Micrazoft Canada Published

Linked [ proi

Comment Motification

If you would like to receive an email when updates are made to this post, please register here

Woucan also stay up to date using your favorite aggregator by subscribing to the CommentRss Feed

Comments

Mo Cormrments

John Culay
Crirector Cormmunity

Ewangelizm
Microsoft Canada

What do you think?

Title (required)

|re: Technalogy Trends, Multi-Gigabit Netwarks, and|

Marne required

“our LRL
Guest Bloggers | |

Cormrments (reguired)

Microsoft Techiet

Mavigation
Home

Photos
[ |

Post Categories

Adam Cole (5] [T Remember Me?
Career Tips [2 .
Ps (%) Submit |
CC Blogged Dawn (23]
CIPS [(3)

David Canton (4]

0 Dunketley (5]

Ewents [(21]

Graham Jonas [24)

Guest Bloggers ([149)
Industry Perspectives (1 7]
Interviews [45)

IT Manager Interviews [3)
Jacqueline Hutchinson [4)
Jing Chen [2)

Mitch Tulloch (4]

MS Mews (19)

Mewswire [2)

Partners [1]

Stephen Ibaraki [122)
Training (4]

“al Matizon [4]



http://www.microsoft.com/canada/technet/community/meettn/default.aspx#
http://www.linkedin.com/in/barnabyjeans
http://www.microsoft.com/canada/technet/community/meettn/default.aspx#
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/articles/Guest_Bloggers.aspx
http://go.microsoft.com/?LinkID=4560594
http://blogs.technet.com/
http://blogs.technet.com/photos/default.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/category/10831.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/category/10965.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/category/10756.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/category/11570.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/category/11438.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/category/10893.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/category/10741.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/category/10889.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/category/10740.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/category/10525.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/category/10739.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/category/10910.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/category/10745.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/category/11500.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/category/10832.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/category/10524.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/category/10963.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/category/10742.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/category/10738.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/category/10743.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/category/10744.aspx
mailto:sibaraki@cips.ca
http://blogs.technet.com/user/Profile.aspx?UserID=5948
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/category/10738.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/category/10739.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/archive/category/10740.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/user/CreateUser.aspx?ReturnUrl=/cdnitmanagers/archive/2006/08/02/444573.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/cdnitmanagers/commentrss.aspx?PostID=444573

