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Stu Mackay, Yukon College--Leadership in Technology/Distance Education; The
University of the Arctic; Collaboration with Northern Colleges.

This i the nest interviewin the continuing series of Compting Canada's (CC) Blogoed Down (BD) which is festured
here "first" in the Canadian [T Managers [(CIM)foramm.

Inthis blog series, we cortinue our talk with Sto Mackay, Dean 3t Yukon College—a leader in innovative educational
program: and adyanced delivery of these programs.

Thank you and Enjoy!
Stephen lbaraki, FCIPS, LS.P., M

=

Stephen: Yukon College i=s an innowative leader in the use of
techinology, and distance education. Profile these contribitions in
rmore detail ? Where do you zee this heading into 2007 and beyond?

Stu: Bbout & wears ago, the sitting Yukon government had a vision to
conmect all Yukoners with broadband access. This initistive provided
the College with excellent bandwidth to most of our communities and
gawe our "early adopters" a wonderful opportunity to challenge our
traditional practices of course and program dalivery.

Frorm the beginning, our philasophy has been that we need to meet
the learmers where they st and with the technology that they have
awailable to them. Practically, this meant that we did not invest in one
educationzl technology such as Blackboard or Wb CT bt we
developed tools in many areas ranging from our own Wideo/DWD and
paper based production to interactive video corferencing and web

casting.

achnorati Mthough we are able to serve the Yakon well, we did not have the bandwidth to connect to the "south”. Two ywears
ago, with the assistance of Canarie, 3 10 Mbps link was made to the national optical network for education and
research [CA*netd]. Now we can expand our services.

Thiz new connectivity comes with some new challenges. Mo longer is it required for Yukoners to travel to southern
destinations to partake in training. The opportunities can be brought to their corrunities and even to their desktop.

Thiz is not an easytask as many of the southern institutions are not established to provide their services via
education technologies - especially in the more interactive modalities. | see the College engaging these institutions
to develop their capabilities for motual benefits.

Carada's Asscciaticn af Infarmat or
Techrolegy (1) Profassienals

& windows Live provides? How will this evalve in 2007 to 20107

Stephen: You have an interesting circurmpolar international allianee. Can ywou describe this program and the value it

Stu: Yukon College i= 3 proud founding rember of The University of the Sretic. Ubrcetic is 3 cooperative network of
uniwversities, colleges, and other organizations committed to higher education and research in the North, Members
share resources, facilities, and expertize to build and offer post-secondary education programs that are relevant and
accessible to northern students.

B rnajor component of this collaboration is the Bachelor of Circurmpolar $tudies Program [BCS) R is 2 way for
students attending University of the fretic instibations to learn more aboot the North, with courses held inthe
classroom, online, in the field and around the world. Using both acaderic and traditionzl indigenous knowdedge,
the Circumnpolar Studies Program lets students learn sbout the lands, pecples and issues of the Circumpolar World.
It prepares students for adwanced study or professional employmert in diverse fields, such as (but not limited to)
sustainable resource management, self-governrment, Aretic engineering, and northern tourism.

Yukon College is able to work with students who wish to pursue Circompolar Studies to a Bachelor degree. 8= 3 2-
wear community college, the College does not, =t this time, offer the full degree program. Howewer, we are able to
assist students with two and, in some cases, up to three years, of course work towards 2 BCS at another UArctic-
rnernber institution.

In the future, | believe Yukon College will pursue the ability to grant its own degrees and develop a specific
emphasis or specialization that will allow us to share our expertize in areas such as First Nations Self-Gowvernance,
climate change and cold weather technologies.
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Stephen: You are working with other northern colleges on collaborating in technology education. Can wou speak to
thi=z program: mission, abjectives, and outcornes in 2007-20107

Stu: Information Technology and Cormunications Programs at the many northern colleges hayve experienced
frequert changes in program content and varistions in student nurmbers over the past 3 years. lthough there
continues to be strong industry |abour force growth, each college is challenged by their ability to maintain
instructor currency and renewal, meet the emerging specialization needs of the industry, provide adequate capital
for irfrastructure improvernents, and recruitfretain students, Where these issues may be overwhelming for 3 single
institution, the increasing availability of educational technologies can provide an opportunity for greater
collaboration and sharing between institutions. For these reazons, we have established a working group with
representation from Morthern Lights College, College of Mew Caledonia, Morthewest Community College and
ourselves, to explore waws we may be able to overcome these challenges.

Ouwer the next few years, we will be sharing and examining our programs and quantifying the edocstion technology
capabilities at each institution. Warking with our industry partners and acereditation organizations, such as CIPS, it
iz hoped that this initizstive will create greater access to the ICT education and training without the additional
expenses associsted with roving to 3 new cormmunity. | will also allowthe instibctions to respond to new emerging
needs of the industry by providing = larger pool of expertise and instroctional experience and make specizlized
traiming more widely available at 3 reasonable cost. Mo small order!!

In the mext Blog, Stu will talk about:

- CIP% accreditation for Yukon College;

- Mission for 2007 and beyond;

- Top challenges facing the educational cormmoanity in the future and their solations.

| also encourage you to share your thoughts here on these interviews or send me an e-mail at sibarakifcips ca.

Computing Canads [CCis the oldest, largest, most influential bi-weekly business ftechnology print publication
with an audience that includes 42,000 IT decision makers in medium-to-large enterprises. For more than 30 years,
Corputing Canads continues to serve the needs of Canada'’s information technology managernent cormmonity—yoon
can reguest your free subscription at: GltpeSssow cornerstonewebmedia.comdplesmandmaind Subseription.asp?
magazine=CCo,

For the Iatest online business technology news go to: wewitbusiness ca
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