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Retiring boomers about to leave a big hole in the market for skilled
legacy system workers

125772006 11:30:00 00
e Peter Thorpsah

Economist David Foot famouzly claimed in his best-seller Boom, Bust & Echo that demographics
explain two-thirds of evervthing. It appears that information technology i= no exception,

he first of the baby boomer generation
reached the age of 60 thiz yvear and, by

Dual-core.
Do more.

banks, hozpitals, governments and other
nrganizationz that ztill rely on the
mainframe and legacy systems those
boomers built 20, 30 or even 40 vears ago.
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“ifhen there iz an incoming skill: deficit
and another outzoing one looming at the
top end from retirees, wou have a recipe
I - oresiten e Carn
|baraki, vice-president of the Canadian

Information Proceszing Society [CIP5).
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For wears we've been hearing about the imminent obzolescence of mainframe applications, but in
mozt cazes the costs and time required to migrate or de-commission them have been too high,

‘Complexity iz another factor,” zaid Dave Mikolejzin, chief information officer for the Province of
Britizh Columbia, “Conversely, evervone knows how Hzky it iz to trv to change out the svstems
that are running the whole buzineszs in one big project.”

Compounding the problem is the recent drop in university and college IT enrolment.,
“Theoretically, market forces should wield higher input into the funnel when demand at the
output iz high,” said |baraki, “This has not happened. IT demand iz up to near recard levels and
zalares are amongst the highest in the overall warkforce, but the feeder svstems are down,™

Ibaraki points to a number of reasons behind the drop in IT enrolment, chief among them the
fallout from V2K and the dot-com crazh in creating negative perceptions about the profeszion.

But even if more people were enroling in [T programsz, wou wouldn't find them learning about
legacy technologies,

‘Canadian university programs are not well suited to be a solution,” according to Mike Dover,
vice-president of svndicated research at MNew Paradigm, *VYou could carefully review the syllabus
at any of our universities without finding courses that address these specific zkills,” he said.
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Do you think companies
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already zeen that this iz a major problem for thoze trving to maintain legacy svstems,” he zaid.

[T

protect customer data from
security breaches?

On the up zide, it's certainly a great time to be an expert in legacy svstems, Where their roles

have traditionally been looked upon as the grunt work of [T, simple market dynamics could make

them the new [T heroes,

" Yes, Mothing can be a
100 per cent secure
and companies are
doing their best given
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