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IT industry needs new blood
Camputer science enralment down

Danny Bradbury, Financial Post
Publizhed: Wednesday, Movember 22, 2006

Anather misconception is that offshore
outsourcing is starving the IT industry of jobs,
warns a report from the .S, Azsociation of
Camputing Machinery. The reportis skeptical
ahout offshare autsourcing's effect on the IT job
market, arguing that outsourcing is creating more
job opportunities in the United States.

"We'te seeing a dermand for higher-end skills in
Canada as a result of globalization " kr.
Swinwood says. "We're not programmers to the
warld. | think India's trying to take that place”

"Higher-end" means skills that mix technical
experise with business knowledge. In addition to

traditional software devel tskills, TG NE&TIONAL*POST

needs "technical people wha can also function as " -
Article Tools
management consultants. And preferably people
with deep subject matter expertizse.” Project =1, Printer friendly
managers are in paticularly high demand.

Figures from recruitment company Robert Half
Technology bear this out. The compary's 2007 Font [ a AllA

Salary Survey found that salaries for Canadian

project managers in consulting and systems

integration range fram §74,000 t0 $105,000 -- up 5.6% from lastyear's survey, Business systems analysts
could expectto earn hetween 61,750 and $38,750, which is up 4.9%.

Cne salution to filling this shartfall, Mr. [baraki says, is as near as CIPS, which has a membership base of
6,000 practitioners. The other immediate solution could be immigration.

"Canada is awelcoming country for people with 1T skills," M=, Ariano says, “Increasingly, aswe look ata
smaller available warkforce, people with appropriate gqualifications from ather countries are certainly
welcame.”

hr. Swirnwood would like to waork with arganizations, such as settlerment agencies, to ensure people from
mwarseas stand a better chance of attaining business-focused technical positions in companies.

"W want to impact the training they give so that when these peaple learn English, they're learning a
husiness Enalizh," he says.

Mary would argue the onus is on developing these skills within Canadian schools and universities, One
key to that is co-op programs, which place students in companies for a portion oftheir study time. kr.
Swimnwood encourages more ofthese programs.

"Our co-CED Mike Lazaridis was a co-op studentwhen he founded RIM, and we have close ties to the
co-0p programs at universities” says a spokesman for Research in Motion. The company's headguarters
is next to the University ofWaterloo, where Mr. Lazaridis studied.

Experiential development praograms, where companies work directly with in-house student teams an
commissioned projects, can also help students marry husiness and technology expedise early in their
carears.

But these activities won't capture the imagination of high schoaol students. "Ifthe students aren't getting
interested in IT atthe K-12 level then you're slimming it mightily upstream when you want to get people
involved atthe higher education level" says Bohby Schnable, a member ofthe ACM's alobalization task
force.

Things may nat be all hleak, though. Mr. Katchabaw says he sees the decline in new IT students bottaming
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out. Hopefully, inspired teaching and industry mentoring will help prime the pumpto keep Canada's IT
industry flowing, and replace the runoff as the older IT specialists begin to retire.

g, ————m,}

112

@ Plational Post 2006

Today's Post

PM's 'nation”
motion “just the
beginning"

After months of
demanding that Stephen Harper,
the Prime Minister, recognize
Guehecers...

watzon: Criticizm about
semantics focusing on
werong weored

= [vizan: Ignatieff erazes
federalizts' line in the sand

o Clement cartoon

= Duceppe declares support
for Harper's Guebec mation

= Tororto car dealer sparked
mab probe

= Tories pledge annual tax
cuts

® Teachers goes solo on
ports

= onex final-round hidder for
Raytheon jet unit

5 Kia 'fastest-growing' rank
may be in debate

Ads by Google

Thiz site is a part of the canada.com Hetwork.

Hewspapers:

Televisinn:

Latest Hews

Car crashes into
daycare
playground

At least three
children and one adult were
injured, with tvwo in critical
condition. ..

5 LS lawmaker savs Irag
wear "botched"

& Boil water advizory winding
diven

B Accuszed wife-kiler insists
he wwasz in love

= Ajrport security gaps
blamed in Mok bust

= Russian ambassador chides
Canada for alleged spy
arrest

Outsource Solutions
Cut 66% on Canadian labour cost
with skilled Asian woarkforces.
www.AseanWest.com

Work smart. Outsource
Secretarial Services on demand!
Save time. Make money
www.whiterockofficeservices.com

IT Salary Calculator
Canadian IT salaries in 3 levels of
Government and the Private Sector
www.intergovworld.com



Radio:

CoolFbd 331 | 91 5 The BEAT

Marketplace:

wworking.com | driving.ca | connecting | celebrating | remembering | homes
CanWest Countries:

Australia | Mewy Zealand | Ireland

" Ahout canada.com | Site Map | FAGs | Privacy | Terms | Contact Us | Copyright & Permission Rules |
@ 20068 Cariest Interactive, a divizion of CanWest MediaWorks Publications Inc.. Al rights reserved. Unauthorized distribution,
transmission ar republication strictly prohibited.



